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Wander woman Maria Shollenbarger
fast-tracks international intelligence
on where to be and what to see

~ When Singita Lebombo
opened on a 33,000-acre
exclusive concession in
1T As Kruger National Park

1n 2003, the face Df thﬂ‘ luxury Above: Juravilla on the
safari as we know it was turned on its head. Absent were the campaign antiques, layered Elr:;ks;ﬂ:rﬁ::ugh

rugs and nostalgic Blixen/Finch Hatton overtones; in place of tents were breathtaking The Thinking Traveller.
glass-and-steel boxes, cantilevered thrillingly out over the N'wanetsi River. Now Singita Eiﬂima“‘:::: :ﬁ::

founder-owner Luke Bailes and longtime design collaborator Boyd Ferguson are debuting Inn, Belize
a top-to-toe reinvention of Lebombo (www.singita.com; from about
£1,104), with several new one-bedroom suites, as well as a sprawling
private family villa in which each suite boasts its own pool. Fitness
means not just the run-of-the-mill weights in rooms: Lebombo
guides will lead running and mountain-biking excursions. The
enduring appeal of this concession, though, will be as one of South
Africa’s most remote and game-rich sites — acknowledged even
by jaded Africa hands sceptical of the country’s potential for
genuine drill-down wilderness experiences.
- The islands of G EECE have maintained their cachet for millennia,
and no surprise; their blend of ample sun, placid cobalt seas and genial,
unfettered Mediterranean culture is hard to top. So much so that Italy
specialist The Thinking Traveller (www.thethinkingtraveller.com) — whose
Think Sicily and Think Puglia private villa portfolios range from quirky
converted barns to Lampedusa-calibre palazzi — has expanded its reach
here. The focus: the sparsely populated, sylvan Sporades — Skopelos and
Above: a junior suite at Alonissos — with a compelling mix of elegantly upcycled fishermen’s
PalazzoDama, Rome  cottages and architect-designed modern statements (from £1,218 a week). Over on Mykonos,
[leana von Hirsch, co-founder of Five Star Greece (www.
fivestargreece.com) and the once-and-forever doyenne of
all things Cycladean, has the exclusive on a smashing
five-bedroom mansion (price on request) overlooking
the opalescent waters of Agios loannis, with sleek
white-on-blue interiors and, outside, an infinity pool
from which to watch the sun set behind Delos.
Rome-based architect Antonio Girardi put himselt
on the international radar in 2013 with DOM (www.
domhotelroma.com; from €320), his elegant 17th-century
palazzo hotel on s Via Giulia. So all eyes are on
Palazzo Dama (www.palazzodama.com; from €350),
which soft-opened in late winter in a patrician early-
20th-century villa just off the Piazza del Popolo. Its 30
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